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Reafons to prove,that we fhall always have a large Trude in Portugal Mine, notwithfanding the Treaty 


with France. 


The Importation of Spanifh Wine will decreafe-much more than that of Portugal. 

The. Humour of Drinking in England runs more upon Strong Wines,than ever it did before. 

We are not. likely to take lefs in Wine from Portugal than we do now; but if we did by 2000 Toms, is 
that fufficient to check our Portugal Trade, which they alledge amount to a Million a Year in Manu- 


fattures. 


The Treaty with Portugal not at all binding, becaufe broken on their fide as foon as made. 
If the Commerce-Bill were not to pafs, there 1 a Way to make the Treaty Effectual without it, and per= 


o 


haps by a Method lefs grateful to the Portugal Merchants, than this Bill, which they make fuch a Cla- 


our about. 





N the lat MERCATO R, it was fuggefted, that 
our Importations of Wine fhall nor decreafe from 
Portugal, after a Settlement of the ‘Commerce 
with.France, fo much as it fhall decreafe from 
Spain. The Reafon of this fhall be a littie made plain. 


y. The firft is taken from what it is believed general 
Experience will allow, (viz.) That the Palate of 
the Nation is fenfibly changed by the long habit of 
drinking Portugal Wines, during 23 Years Inter- 
ruption of the Trade; and the People are gene- 
rally brought into a humour of loving to drink 
ftrong Wines,more than they did before. 

2. The Portugal Wines of Oporto and Viana bear 4 
nearer refemblance to the French ftrong Clarets, 
thar any of the Spanifh Red Wines do. 


Now if the Adverfaries of the French Trade were 
really experienced Merchants, as their Writers fay they 
are, they would remember, that before the War, if .at 
any time a bad Vintage happened in France, and the 
Wines proved thin and tawny, the rich Wine wanted 
a good Face, or the finall Wine a good Body ; the next 
and readieft help was the Portugal Wines, (viz.) OPOR- 
TO'S and BAR-A-BAR'S; and thofe Wines would 
immediately rife from 15 or 16].to 21 and 22]. a Pipe : 
The ufe was to mix with the French, for there were 
few or none of the Portugal Wines drawn NET and 
and NATURAL. as Brooke and Hillier has taught us 
to drink them. Now from the time, that we have been 
thus ufed to Portugal Wines, as Fefore, we have taken 
a liking to ftrong Wine; and th MERCATOR 
appeals to the whole Town, whether it is not true, 
mth even of the Fren i) Wines which we drink now, 
we feak their richeft Purtacks, Hermitage, &. and, in 
fhort. their fronzeft Clerets, and flighr rheir fiaall Wines. 

Not: every ane knows, thet the fmall Wines, borh Red 
and Wire. ave always the moft prQuanrity of all the 
Wines in Crance, and wil! always be fo; by the Confe- 


’* 


quence of which, there will always be a confiderable 
Demand for the Portugal Red Wines: And the MER- 
CATOR inthis, fpeaks not bis own judgment only, 
but the Judginent of firch Merchants, whofe experience 
cannot be queftioned in this Matter, and who all agree, 
that they do not think it probable, that there will be 
2000 Ton of Operto Wine lefs Imported, after the 
‘Treaty is fettied, than there is now. : 

And ts it for 2coo Ton of Wine a Year, the Value 
whereof at mott,. cannot be above 20000 |. thar we are 
threatned with the Refentment of the King of Portn- 
gal, and his Prohibiting a Commerce with us ? A Com- 
merce, in which his Subjeéts find Occafion to take, as 
fome fay, a Million a Year in Englith Manufa@ures ; if 
they did not want them, they weuld not take them at all, 
and if they do want them, is it rational to fuppofe,they 
will refufe them, becaufe we take 2000 Ton of Wine 
lefs than we ufed to do? MF that were likely, as the 
MERCATOR thiisks it is not, we are not void of 
a Remedy neither another way ; but of that bereafier. 

Again: Js it for the Importing of 2000 Ton of 
Wine, that we muft throw off a Trade with France, to 
which we are very likely to Export, in our own Growth 
and Manufaéture, and the Growth of our Colonies, 
and of other Countries, which are the Returns of our 
own Growth, 6 or 700000 |. per Annum, befides the 
Employment of near a Thoufand Sail of Ships ! Is this 
reafonable ? 

But to return to the Reafons, why we fhall Import 
more Portugal Wines after the Treaty is made Effeétua), 
than ever we did before the War; Another Reafon is 
taken from the very Mouths of the Adveriary, from 
whom we are tauglit to fay, that the Portuguefe Wine s 
will be always Cheaper than the French, even notwith- 
flanding the difference of the Duties, blindly flipulated 
for with Portugal, fhal] not be obferved, as there is 
abundant Reafon that it fhould'nor. 

The MFRCATOR cannot but remember, whse 
the late Cwardian publithed, and what the other Wri- 
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jaaters afterwards affirmed, -‘viz.) That the French Wines 

Il Conas |. pet Ton in France in times of Peace : Now 

the ALERCATOR appeals to the Portuguefe them- 

felves, nay, even to our moft prehpliced Portugal Mer- 
| 


chants here, whether they will not acknowledge, that 
all the Oporto Wines, one with another, {hall be fold, 
after the Treaties being fettled, for 10]. per Ton, one. 


with another. 

If they WILL NOT be fo Cheap, it muft be be- 
caufe they will have a full Demand for them ; and this 
would ruine their Argument another way: And if théy 
WILL be fold fo Cheap, and the other fo Dear, no 
Merchant will fay we fhall want'a Vent. for them: Fif- 
teen Pound a Ton difference ‘in Price, will carry off all 
the Wines in Portugal; let yourTrade to France be 
otherwife as open as it will. 

We hada Trade to Portugal, when the Portugal Wine 
was eight er ten Pound a Ton higher than the French, 
in the bare Duty : If then there comes to be 15 Pound 

er Ton odds the other ‘way in the PriceCoft, let thefe 

n-tell me,why we fhould not have a Trade then, as 
well as we had before. 

The MF RGCATOR wonders how Men, who pre- 
en to underftand Trade, can come in to fuch Contra- 
dictions. 

. Bieher-the Guardian, and thefe Men after him, mutt 
have publifhed a ftrange and improbable Thing, on pur- 
Pole to Impofe on the People, ( viz. ) That the French 
Claret thal] Coft in France 251]. per Ton; or, if it be 
true, it will follow, thar che Portugal Wines will never 
want a Market here, after the Treaty thall be made bf- 
fectual ; and then all the Quarrel in behalf of Portugal, 
and che Portugal Trade, is overthrown. 

Our Portugal Merchants theretore muft be grofly Im- 
pofed upon, to fland in their own light, when they 
Clamour at the Commerce Pill, fince, 1f this be true, 
théy cafinor pretend,they can want a Vent fortheir Wines, 
wherpthe Bill is paft; and perhaps they have never al- 
low'd themfelves to think, that there is yet another 
way to fettle the Commerce, lefs to their Satisfaction, 
that’ by abating the French Duties, according to the 
Senfe of an old Country Proverb, (viz.) That if the Cw 
cannot come up to the Beam; the Beam mut come down to 
the Cow. If the Bill cannot be brought up to the Trade, 
the Trade may be brought up to the Bill, 

We have hitherto Argued of abating the French Du- 
ties to an Equality with the Portuguefe, and the Gentle- 
men of the Party have brought inthe Gentlemen of the 
Trade to join in their Oppofition, with Clamour and 
Noife enough. Well! then Jer them confider of the 
alternative; (viz.) Bringing the Porruguefe Duties up to 
the’ French; if one will not do, the MERCATOR 
dares affutes them the other will, and that Effectually ; 
avid if it has not been the firft Step taken in the Af- 
fair they ought to remember, that it is owing to the 
Moderation of thofe very People, who the Perfons 
concerned will not pretend to have laid the leaft Obli- 

tion vpon to do thenrthat Service ; and if it fhould 
be thought fit to go upon any fuch Method at lait, the 
Portugal Merchants will not be ata lofs to know, who 
they have co blame for it. 

if the MERCATOR had the leaft Diffitence in 
the SuccefS of the Commerce Bill, he might lay down 
a juftScheme for the Equality of the Trade, upon the 
foot of the Alternative aforefaid ; and prove, that it 
ihall every way anfwer the End of the Bill of Com- 
merce, and neither hurt our Exportation to Portugal or 
to France; but it is time enough to Talk of chofe 
things hereafter. 

And asto the felonious Treaty, fo much fpoken of, 
the MERCATOR has a moft Ingemous Letter by 
him, from an unknown Hand, which be thal] publithan 
time, which undertakes to prove, that that Treaty has 
been ‘broken, to eur prejudice, by the Por— fe, 
even a$ foon as it was made; and that theretore we 
ouglit to be no longer Bound by it. , 

This, added to what was faid before, (viz.) That the 





fail Treaty was made upon a founlation of defroyiy- 
the Englith Conftitution, and cre@ing the Prerovatiy. 
on the Ruines of Parliamentary-Right, and theretire 
void in it felf; this, 1 fay, added to that Contideratjoy, 
will remove all our Concern at the Infraction of thar 
Treaty. 

But to return to our Trade to Spain; as the Trade to 
Portugal will fuffer but a fmal! Diminution, fo it is clear 
that the Trade to Spain, fo far as the Encreafe of our 
Importations ffom thence relates to the French Wines 
muft either fuffer a decay of that Encreafe, or the Fre.:ch 
Wine Trade, which is not unlikely netther, mut not be 
reftored to the Magnitude which thefe People fry it was 
at before the War ; or elfethcy muft make it our, that 
the Gonfimption of Wine in’ Britain is Encres® 4 to 
fuch a degree, as to be equal to all that Franc. * Jain 
and Portugal have furniihed us with ; which few 
People. wil] fay is our Cafe. 

This decreafe of the Spanifh Importation can be no 
lofs tows, if it be true, as they have now advanted 
that welofe by the Spanifh Trade ; aid if we do nor 
lofe by thar Trade, yet we are under no Necility of 
putting the Spaniards upon the Encreafe of their Vine- 
yards, and enlarging the Quantity of their Wine ; {ee- 
ing itis no Injury tothem, anda manifelt Gain to us 
that what we thould not take in Wines, we may in 
Money. 

That our Trade to Spain has always been a Fund of 
Wea!th to this Nation, is indifputably true. 

‘That what Encreafe of 6vr Demand of Goods from 
thence appears now is occafioned by our Stop of the 
French Trade, is alfo true. 

The opening the French Trade puts a Stop to that 
Encreafe, and all the Decreafe’ of it again is made to us 
in Bullion. 

The MERCATOR gave a fhort Specimen of the 
Spanith Trade by one Days Entry of our Manufa@ures 
thither ; here follows the like Account for feyen Days 
more, that People may know, what a Trade this is that 
thefe Men fay we lofe Money by. . 
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From the Cuftom-Houle. 


Exported to Spain and the Streights in One 
Week, from the oth to the I 5thof January. 


The Goods for the Streights are mark’d with 
this Mark [* J, and to be reckoned One 
Third for Spain. 

x a Long Cloths 
oi, , 

10 Short Cloths 

301. Spanifh Cloth 


125 | 
. ant Stuffs and Sayes 
¥ 9 oe Perpets 


275 doz. Lofe 


v. 151 Double Bayes 


5 Minikin Bayes 
4 
et Doz. Cafiors 
30 C. Pewrer 
. % ch Block Tia 
62 C. Tallow 
29000 Hoops 
3064]. Cotton Wooll 
98]. Wrought Brafs 
21 Scrutores and Book-Cafes 
142 Chairs and Couches 
189 Cy Jeid Shor 
25 C. &qr. Wrought Iron 
27!. Wrought Silk Hofe 
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